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Speakers
· Abhishek Chokshi, Senior Data Analyst, Aware Super
· Huy Chung, Advisory Committee Member, Senior Advisor TPG Capital
· Yvonne Teo Ee Wen, Deputy General Manager, Decon Inspection (energy firm)
· Shane Sang, Tax Partner, PWC Shanhai

· This year we have all been impacted by something different – COVID-19 has made everyone’s lives harder in terms of crossing locations and borders
· How do we continue learning and teaching?
· CPA now has an online exam version 2.0
· CPA participants are experienced and mobile
· With the rise of automation challenges and opportunities are available for CPA’s

Shane
· The change is something all the big 4 accounting firms are facing
· Automation eliminates repetitive work
· There is an opportunity to make an investment into firm infrastructure, digitisation tools to increase automation and people
· Python and Tableau automation tools and are important to learn
· It is important to check internally and adjust from repetition
· This will work for creative people who can stay at the front of a creative world
· Creation cannot be changed by digitisation

Abhishek
· Automation, creativity and big data are all interrelated
· Analyse trends and provide feedback to clients
· Analyse more efficiently with data tools and use our natural eye for number (as Accountants)

COVID impacts, how would you or your business respond in preparing for recovery
Huy
· Investments in cruise ships, health care and education
· Looked into liquidity – cash is king
· Stress tested the business
· Opportunities out of the crisis: 
· healthcare, did COVID testing
· in cruise ships, offered ships as accommodation for quarantine
· Guided the business and looked at risk management

Shane
· China was the first country hit straight after the Chinese festival and the country went into lockdown
· Utilised online tools to stay close to clients
· Didn’t ask what clients needed, asked if they had masks as had the resources.  This increased trust
· It is important to always support your partners

What was your first job post-graduation?
Yvonne
· Accountant for a medium sized firm for 3 years

Huy
· I was not a great student, but had vision and passion
· I noticed a local Vietnamese Accounting practice opened in Brisbane
· Approached and worked there gaining work experience
· Bult up my own clients in tax at the same time

Shane
· I have had one employer for 14 years because I am lazy
· PWC is a place like all the big 4 where you can develop yourself
· It has a clear career path
· Each grade represents the responsibility you will take on and the roles are different
· The environment pushed me forward
· I provide services to a variety of clients in due diligence in different industries with different people

What skills are needed to thrive and how important are accounting skills in non-accounting roles
Yvonne
· It is important to be adaptive and able to learn
· Accounting skills can lead to other roles
· Understanding how businesses function can allow you to take on any role and increase job satisfaction

Abhishek
· Breaking down complex issues into simple tasks helps to ensure you move forward
· Howard Marks talks about 2nd order thinking.  1st order is your first reaction, 2nd order is when you think about why
· Dealing with different stakeholders and using 2nd order thinking means you can deal with each as they are

Advice on Long-term gains
Huy
· You need to do a CPA as in the financial profession you need a core understanding and competencies
· Work on your self-branding to work on yourself
· Without branding career progression will be short lived and restricted

Tips and tricks to find jobs
Abhishek
· When I was 20, I completed an internship at a small CA firm
· The son of the CA Principal was doing deals and I wanted to join him
· I found common ground with him and proposed joining him in my third year, working on smaller deals
· He became my mentor
· Keep your eyes and ears open
· Try different things
· Become a member of a CPA discussion group and social club

Huy
· If you are going to move to a new country, expect it to be different
· Experience the culture and different personality types
· Embrace change, be humble and global
· Build relationships
· Have good cultural sensitivity


Advice in terms of standing out
Yvonne
· First impressions are important
· Have a good resume
· Be confident and proud of your achievements
· Be prepared, well presented and research the organisation you are interviewing at

Shane
· A big confident smile goes a long way
· Make genuine eye contact

When is the best time to commence CPA exams?
Serinder
· It is good to do the exams as soon as possible after university
· If you are pursuing a CPA, it helps in securing a job 
· Employers are better able to gauge the extent of your knowledge

Will the CPA help develop my career?
Abhishek
· All education helps your career
· Constantly preparing for upcoming opportunities, helps prepare you for success
· You will continuously acquire skills
· This will set you apart and help you get CPA professional experience
· It helps in handling everyday work
· 
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What can you do?

Look for opportunities further than your front door
Think about shorter term goals first
Continue to upskill during your summer break or post graduation

Take the time to update your resume and/or LinkedIn profile and make new valuable connections
Consider a virtual internship or look to volunteer

Research organisations and find other ways to get your foot in the door
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EMPLOYABILITY RESOURCES

+ CPA Community — YPN

« |EAA Employability Video — International Student Employability: Top Tips to Expand Your Job Prospects
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16gxwMke2FE

« Insider Guides: Tips on job hunting, studying and finding volunteering work, check out their employment section. .
(Insider Guides Employment resources and articles of interest: https:/insiderguides.com.au/tag/employment/)

« Seek resume templates: https://www.seek.com.au/career-advice/article/free-resume-template
« Outcome Life: https://outcome.life/stories/

« Toastmasters International: http://www.toastmasters.org.au/

« The Employability Platform for International Students and Graduates: https:/studentjob.com.au/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/studentjobau/
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VIDEOS FROM INSIDER GUIDES

How to improve your English
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLw8wb2mNXs&mc_cid=9747e38c8b&mc_eid=6086dc65b6

Top jobs for international students
https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yme3u1NGsql&mc_cid=2745b024d6&mc_eid=6086dc65b6

Being job ready
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HI3QcEfGhPY

Student Stories: Working common student jobs, networking and taking opportunities.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SbdIDreUOE&mc cid=8d3d13e942&mc eid=6086dc65b6
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POPULAR JOB BOARDS

Primary job boards: Seek, Indeed, CareerOne, Jora, Adzuna, LinkedIn
Secondary job boards: Gumtree, Sidekicker

University job boards

Government / city council job boards

Professional Associations

Personal networks




